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Public  Health  Depaetment, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Penzance. 

To  the  Mayoe,  Aldeemen  and  Councilloes, 

Boeough  of  Penzance. 


Me.  Mayoe,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

For  the  year  1948  the  coming  mto  operation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  naturally  overshadowed  everything  else,  and 
with  the  National  Assistance  and  National  Insurance  Acts  it  should 
form  a  sociological  breakwater  against  almost  all  the  ills  that  can 
afflict  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  Thus  the  importance  of 
the  events  of  July  5th  are  impossible  to  overestimate,  as  though 
certain  of  the  Scandinavian  countries  have  some  of  the  benefits 
provided  in  each  Act,  for  the  first  time  in  any  capitalist  country 
the  deliberate  policy  has  been  initiated  of  the  general  community 
setting  out  to  provide  the  benefits  of  complete  social  security. 
However,  these  glittering  prospects  should  not  dazzle  us  to  the 
fundamental  verities  of  public  health  which  still  remain — good 
food,  good  water,  good  housing.  In  each  case  the  word  ‘‘  adequate  ” 
is  necessarily  included. 

The  present  position  as  far  as  the  services  operated  in  the 
Penwith  Area  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  are  concerned, 
is  shown  in  Appendix  A. 

Locally,  a  further  event  which  will  or  should  have  profound 
effects  on  the  structure  of  Local  Government  in  the  county  was  the 
visit  of  the  Boundary  Commissioners  in  April.  The  fundamental 
necessity  of  having  administrative  units  of  sufficient  size  and  power 
to  undertake  the  day  to  day  administration  of  all  the  duties  now 
thrust  on  to  County  Councils  is  so  urgent  that  nothing  should  be 
allowed  to  impede  it  whatever  legislative  problems  are  involved. 
Otherwise,  the  so-called  minor  local  authorities  are  reduced  to 
mere  ciphers  and  the  history  of  local  government  in  this  country 
going  back  to  Anglo-Saxon  times  of  the  Tything,  and  the  Hundred, 
can  be  regarded  as  closed.  This  would  be  a  National  misfortune. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  demise  of  the  Boundary  Commission 
has  been  announced,  and  it  seems  therefore  that  all  the  valuable 
information  regarding  the  County  districts,  especially  regarding 
their  potentialities  as  suitable  Local  Government  Units  which  the 
Commission  has  obtained  as  a  result  of  its  impartial  investigations, 
is  now  to  be  held  in  abeyance  sine  die.  This  is  particularly  unfor¬ 
tunate  here  as  Cornwall  was  the  first  County  to  be  visited  and  it 
might  reasonably  have  been  anticipated  therefore  that  the  Com¬ 
mission  s  recommendations  would  have  been  communicated  to  us 
in  the  near  future  if  it  had  continued  in  existence.  The  cessation 
of  its  activities  can  only  be  described  as  an  administrative  blunder. 
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As  far  as  the  great  national  experiment  of  the  Health  Service 
is  concerned  it  behoves  us  all  to  see  that  it  is  administered  efficiently 
and  with  some  regard  to  economy.  Active  steps  should  be  taken 
therefore  to  discourage  those  persons  who  intend  to  get  something 
out  of  it  because  it  is  free,  but  at  the  same  time  the  public  cannot 
be  indifferent  to  the  unrest  amongst  the  general  practitioners, 
especially  as  regards  their  terms  of  service.  They  are  the  backbone 
of  the  service,  and  in  any  upright  community  a  backbone  is  a  useful 
thing  to  have  and  should  not  be  abused. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  administration  there  is  no  question 
but  that  proper  decentralisation  is  essential,  and  the  need  therefore 
of  the  re-forming  of  county  districts  to  provide  units  suitable  for 
such  decentralisation  is  urgent. 

An  innovation  in  this  year’s  report  is  the  placing  as  far  as 
possible  of  all  statistical  tables  in  an  appendix  at  the  end  of  the 
report.  It  is  thought  that  this  will  make  for  easier  reference.  A 
further  point  is  that  as  some  of  the  figures  relate  to  services  for 
which  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible 
those  for  the  other  County  Districts  in  this  area  are  included. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest.  In  addition,  the 
co-operation  between  the  Department  and  other  Departments  of  the 
Council  has  been  close  and  cordial,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record 
the  assistance  given  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Borough  Treasurer,  and 
Borough  Engineer  and  their  staffs. 

I  must  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  given  to  me  by 
the  staff  of  the  Department  who  have  done  very  well  indeed. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)  W.  K.  DUNSCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Section  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Borough 

Area  :  3,578  acres. 

Population  :  Registrar- General’s  estimate,  mid-year  1 948 
19,920. 

Rateable  Value  :  £125,322.  Product  of  penny  rate  :  £502 
15s.  3d. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  :  5,920. 


No.  of  livebirths  : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

176 

151 

327 

Illegitimate 

. .  . .  16 

11 

27 

Total  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

:  16.4. 

No.  of  stillbirths  : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

•  •  . .  4 

7 

11 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Total  Rate 

per  1,000  total  births  :  32.5. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

No.  of  Deaths  .. 

135 

123 

258 

Total  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

:  12.9. 

No.  of  Infant  Deaths  : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  -  _ 

Total  Rate  per  1,000  livebirths  :  30.6. 


Maternal  Deaths 


Nil. 
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Section  B 


Deaths  frcm  all  causes 


Tuberculosis  of  Respira.tory  System 

Male. 

4 

Female. 

5 

ToiaL 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

t 

JL 

Cancer  buc.  cavity 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum.  . 

7 

3 

10 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . 

15 

6 

21 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17 

21 

38 

Heart  disease 

43 

45 

88 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  s3^stem 

3 

8 

11 

Bronchitis 

3 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

o 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  . . 

2 

6 

8 

Nephritis 

o 

•J 

'4 

7 

Premature  births 

o 

1 

3 

Congenital  malformations  and  pre¬ 
maturity 

1 

1 

o 

Suicide 

4 

— 

4 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

1 

7 

All  other  causes  . . 

11 

2 

13 

135  123  258 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 


M  ale 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Heart  disease 

43 

45 

88 

2. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17 

21 

38 

3. 

Cancer  .  . 

22 

If) 

38 

4. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

8 

11 

5. 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

4 

5 

9 

7 


Section  C 

Climate,  1948 


The  details  with  mean  meuxima  and  minima  are  as  follows  : — 


Dry  Wet 

Mean  Mean 
Averages  Averages 

Max. 

Alin. 

Rain 

Inches 

Sun 

How 

J  anuary 

. .  47.4 

45.2 

50 

41 

7.96 

47.9 

February 

.  .  44.2 

42.1 

48 

40 

1.52 

76.5 

March 

. .  52.0 

48.8 

55 

44 

1.71 

166.4 

April  . . 

. .  51.0 

47.8 

56 

43 

2.87 

238.4 

May  .  . 

57.3 

52.8 

62 

45 

3.00 

297.9 

June  .  . 

.  .  57.7 

54.8 

63 

51 

2.37 

193.9 

July  .  . 

.  .  60.7 

57.8 

65 

54 

2.10 

189.4 

August 

..  61.3 

58.7 

66 

54 

3.96 

198.7 

September*  .  . 

. .  58.7 

56.5 

63 

52 

1.86 

134.1 

October 

54.5 

52.2 

59 

49 

5.99 

103.9 

November 

.  .  54.2 

51.4 

56 

48 

2.11 

87.0 

December 

.  .  48.4 

46.1 

51 

43 

l-T 

/  .O  A 

66.6 

Total  Rainfall  :  42.83. 

Total  Hours  of  Sunshine  :  1,800. 

The  Rainfall  for  1948  was  a  little  above  the  average. 

The  hours  of  sunshine  were  the  best  for  the  past  10  years. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  0.  Baker,  the  Borough  Meteorologist, 
for  the  above  figures. 
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Section  D 

Tlie  figures  and  details  given  below  only  relate  to  the  period 
to  July  5th  as  of  course  after  that  date  the  County  Council  as  the 
Local  Health  Authority  became  responsible  for  the  service. 


].  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND 
CHILDREN. 

(a)  6  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  County  Council’s  Maternity 
Unit  at  Redruth  under  the  Council’s  scheme.  Of  these  3  patients 
met  their  full  fees  and  3  were  assisted. 

(b)  I  child  was  placed  in  the  care  of  a  Public  x4ssistance 
Nurserv. 

4/ 


2.  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Two  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment 
under  the  Council’s  scheme,  and  in  addition  one  mother  met  the 
full  cost  of  repairs  to  dentures. 


3.  VISITS  TO  : 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers  : 

1st  Visits  .  . 

Total  Visits 


1st  Visits  . . 
Total  Visits 


1947 

1948  (to 

130 

70 

231 

127 

i  OF  Age  : 

1947 

1948  (to 

351 

135 

1,601 

781 

S  OF  I  AND 

5  Years 

1947 

874 


1948  (to  June  30th) 
606 


(iv)  Visits  to  Boarded-Out  Children  (not  included  in  above 
total) : 

1947  1948  (to  June  30th) 

Under  1.  Over  1.  Under  1.  Over  1. 

83  219  38  85 

4.  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Ante-Natal  Post-Natal 

New  Total  Attendances 

Cases  Attendances 

....  58  89 


1947 

1948  (to  June  30th)  13 


44 


3 
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5.  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  Council’s  four  welfare  centres  have  operated  as  follows  : — 
Penzance  (one  weekly  session). 

Heamoor  (two  sessions  per  month). 

Newlyn  (two  sessions  per  month). 

Mousehole  (two  sessions  per  month). 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  centres  for 


the  first  time  during  the  year  is  as 

follows  : — 

1947 

1948 

(to  June  30th) 

(i)  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  . . 

249 

89 

(ii)  Children  over  1  year  of  age  . . 

21 

14 

(iii)  Total  attendances  under  1  year 

2,504 

996 

(iv)  Total  attendances  over  1  year  . . 

560 

370 

6.  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

For  the  period  January  to  June  4  foster  mothers  received  23 
children. 

The  adoption  of  3  children  was  approved  by  the  Penzance 
Magistrates ;  during  the  same  period  3  children  were  transferred 
to  various  areas  for  adoption.  In  each  case  where  a  child  has  gone 
to  another  area  pending  adoption,  an  escort  has  been  provided 
from  this  end. 


7.  VOLUNTARY  WORKERS. 

Once  more  it  is  my  privilege  to  thank  the  ladies  who  helped 
at  our  main  clinic  for  their  great  assistance.  I  am  sure  that  every¬ 
one  in  the  Borough  will  naturally  regret  the  handing  over  of  our 
powers  as  a  Welfare  Authority  to  the  County  Council,  but  at  the 
same  t^e  all  will  echo  the  remark  :  “  Thank  you,  ladies,  for  all 
the  assistance  you  have  so  cheerfully  given  to  the  Borough  Council 
and  to  the  mothers  and  babies  of  Penzance.” 
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Section  E 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  houses  {a)  now  without  a 
water  supply  in  the  borough,  and  (6)  those  with  a  stand  pipe 


supply,  and  (c)  with 

mains  supply. 

No  Public  Supply 

From  Standpipe 

Mains  Supply 

31 

105 

5,916 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  was  as  follows  : — 


Samples 

Supplies 

Dr 

Domestic 

ift 

Works 

Bosca 

Domestic 

dhnoe 

Works 

Others 

Domestic 

Private 

Domestic 

Raw 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

2 

Treated 

7 

2 

— 

46 

6 

— 

Chemical 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Plumb  0- 
Solvency 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i)  Watee.  (a)  Boscathnoe.  Supplies  have  been  reasonably 
well  maintained,  but  the  filters  have  not  yet  been  commenced 
though  the  plans  are  now  at  an  advanced  stage.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  v/'ill  include  a  proper  covered  service  reservoir. 

(h)  Drift  Supply.  This  has  been  well  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  but  on  the  advice  of  the  County  Pathologist  experiments 
have  been  instituted  which  involved  the  addition  of  sodium  silicate 
to  lessen  the  possibility  of  lead  solubility  in  view  of  the  rather  low 
pH  value  of  the  water.  These  have  been  successful,  and  samples 
taken  after  the  plant  had  been  properly  run  in  showed  a  very 
considerable  reduction  in  lead  dissolved.  Sodium  silicate  1.5  p.p.m. 
was  added,  and  though  before  its  addition  the  water  dissolved  lead 
continuously  for  nearly  three  weeks,  after  the  plant  was  in  proper 
operation  the  percentage  saturation  with  oxygen  after  continuously 
adding  lead  for  a  period  of  five  days  was  97%. 
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(ii)  CoENWALL  Watee  Suevey.  In  accordance  with,  previous 
arrangements  boring  has  been  carried  out  in  the  centre  of  the 
.Drift  Valley.  Unfortunately,  the  first  borehole  collapsed,  but  by 
the  middle  of  December  hard  rock  had  been  reached  at  23  feet. 
The  consulting  engineers  have  now  confirmed  that  the  foundations 
are  suitable  for  the  construction  of  a  dam  of  225  million  gallons 
capacity.  In  view  of  the  crying  need  for  a  proper  supply  to  the 
Western  Area  of  West  Penwith  K.D.C.  and  to  St.  Just  U.D.C.  the 
pressing  on  with  its  construction  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  possible 
urgency. 

(iii)  During  the  year  on  more  than  one  occasion  serious  taste 
troubles  occurred  in  the  supply.  These  taste  troubles  are  always 
most  difficult  to  trace,  and  despite  all  efforts,  aided  by  experts 
from  outside,  nothing  was  found  to  which  the  taste  could  definitely 
be  ascribed. 

A  small  supply  to  the  village  of  Mousehole  from  Fox’s  Chute 
was  found  to  be  seriously  contaminated.  It  was  immediately  put 
out  of  action  and  the  Drift  Supply  used.  In  view  of  the  origin  and 
site  of  the  chute  it  is  a  pity  it  is  ever  used  when  the  Drift  Supply, 
which  we  know  is  satisfactory,  can  be  made  available. 

(iv)  Gexeeal.  We  are  a  feckless  and  wasteful  people,  and  in 
general  all  over  the  country  the  watered  areas  seem  now  to  be  using 
this  commodity  in  an  increasingly  prodigal  manner.  Supplies  are 
being  taken  at  an  increasing  rate  without  any  thought  of  where  the 
water  is  to  come  from.  Underground  sources  in  particular  are 
bring  drained  while  we  stupidly  allow  heavy  rainfall  to  run  off  into 
our  rivers.  The  result  is  that  in  many  instances  towns  situated  on 
river  banks  below  other  towns  have  to  take  river  water  plus  sewage 
effluent.  In  any  case,  though  the  above  remarks  do  not  neces¬ 
sarily  apply  to  Cornwall,  very  little  attempt  is  made  to  take  into 
storage  our  up  till  now  reasonably  abundant  rainfall.  The  need 
for  the  Drift  dam  is  therefore  all  the  more  obvious. 

2.  SEWERAGE. 

(i)  The  main  project  for  the  year  was  the  virtual  completion 
of  the  Alverton  Trunk  Sewer.  This  is  to  serve  the  Council’s  Alver- 
ton  Housmg  site  and  was  constructed  in  approximately  eight 
months  at  a  cost  of  £6,500  (approximately).  The  sewer  is  27  in. 
diameter  at  the  outfall.  This  has  been  a  most  difficult  job  and  was 
carried  out  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  in  very  bad  weather, 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  completed  on  time  must  reflect  the  greatest 
credit  on  all  concerned.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

(ii)  In  November  the  Council  accepted  the  proposal  for  the 
sewering  of  Sheffield  village  which  has  been  such  a  problem  for  so 
long.  The  total  cost  is  estimated  at  £2,606.  The  plans,  etc.,  were 
referred  to  the  Ministry,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  work  is  completed. 
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(iii)  Unfortunately  no  progress  was  made  with  the  sewerage 
problem  at  Gulval,  and  the  fact  that  pail  closets  have  still  to  be 
emptied  from  a  part  of  the  town  which  is  otherwise  so  pleasant  is 
a  black  mark  against  the  borough.  Housing  or  not,  the  provision 
of  proper  W.C.s  here  is  or  should  be  No.  1  priority. 

3.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Although  details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  this  report  would  not  be  complete  without 
reference  to  one  of  the  most  ambitious  and  beneficial  projects  ever 
imdertaken  by  the  town.  Briefiy,  it  is  the  restoration  by  controlled 
tipping  of  a  number  of  acres  of  waterlogged  agricultural  land  at 
the  Eastern  end  of  the  town.  This  was  commenced  in  June,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  3,100  tons  of  refuse  and  1,400 
tons  of  covering  material  had  been  tipped  there.  It  is  but  fair  to 
say  that  the  Council  and  its  staff  have  received  all  possible  assist¬ 
ance  from  the  owner  and  his  agent,  and  as  the  life  of  the  tip  is 
estimated  at  several  years  it  will  be  possible  to  see  how  things 
develop.  Unfortunately,  the  aspect  of  the  tip  was  marred  some¬ 
what  in  the  summer  by  the  need  to  provide  space  for  materials 
removed  from  a  serious  fire  ;  they  had  to  be  spread  out  so  as  to 
prevent  further  burning,  but  in  spite  of  all  this,  tipping  continued 
throughout  the  holiday  season  without  so  far  as  I  am  aware  a 
single  complaint  either  on  aesthetic  or  other  grounds. 

4.  CREMATORIUM. 

A  suggestion  which  is  of  great  interest  from  the  Public  Health 
point  of  view  was  considered  by  the  Council.  This  was  the  provision 
jointly  with  other  authorities  of  a  crematorium  to  serve  West 
Cornwall.  At  present  the  only  building  of  this  nature  in  the  South- 
West  is  at  Plymouth,  and  it  can  reasonably  be  surmised  that  the 
cost  of  transport  has  had  a  deterrent  effect  on  the  progress  of  this 
most  cleanly  way  of  disposing  of  bodies.  The  provision  of  one  in 
Cornwall  is  necessary  in  my  opinion. 

5.  HOUSING. 

Progress  in  the  construction  of  new  houses  was  slow  but  steady 
as  during  the  year  49  Council  houses  were  built  and  11  by  private 
enterprise.  The  tragic  fact  as  regards  Council  houses  is  that  costs 
are  so  high  that  very  high  rents  will  have  to  be  charged  to  pay  for 
them,  and  it  seems  that  short  of  drastically  reducing  standards 
(especially  in  size)  and  amenities  to  be  provided,  the  only  alterna¬ 
tive  is  to  build  flats  ;  otherwise  there  is  danger  of  our  precipitating 
the  conditions  against  which  McGonigle,  one-time  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  campaigned.  His  thesis  was  that 
because  of  high  rents  and  of  the  distance  out  of  town  of  many  new 
housing  estates  there  was  less  to  spend  on  food  than  when  the 
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families  lived  in  slum  areas  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  the 
consequence  that  instead  of  benefitmg  by  removal  from  slum 
conditions  the  health  of  the  families  moved  tended,  if  anything,  to 
deteriorate. 

One  method  by  which  part  of  the  difficulty  of  high  rents  could 
be  got  over  is  by  allowing  those  tenants  who  wished,  and  had  the 
necessary  iinancial  backing,  to  buy  their  own  houses.  This  would 
make  for  stability  and  at  the  same  time  lessen  the  burden  on  the 
rates,  as  it  is  still  not  understood  that  every  council  house  built 
costs  £5.  10s.  Od.  per  year  from  the  rates  alone,  while  the  government 
subsidy,  which,  of  course,  comes  from  taxes,  is  in  addition. 

It  should  be  possible  to  construct  on  suitable  sites  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  say  three-storeyed  flats  of  which  the  ground  floor 
Would  be  for  old  people ;  families  with  children  would  occupy  the 
first  floor,  and  the  top  one  would  be  for  young  married  couples. 
Thus  there  would  not  be  any  need  for  lifts,  and  by  this  means  it 
should  be  possible  to  place  the  equivalent  of  say  20  houses  per  acre 
on  a  site  instead  of  the  present  7—8.  Also,  such  an  arrangement 
would  avoid  the  deracinating  of  old  people  to  which  not  unnaturally 
they  take  exception,  but  which  has  been  unavoidable  up  to  the 
present. 


6.  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

This  can  be  summed  up  at  once — progress  nil — though  we  did 
get  as  far  as  forming  a  committee  for  the  redevelopment  of  Newlyn, 
although  it  has  not  yet  met.  It  is  appreciated  that  for  this  particular 
project  quite  extensive  plans  will  have  to  be  prepared,  but  when 
the  time  comes  a  great  deal  of  site  preparation  will  have  been  done 
merely  by  pulling  down  the  houses  condemned  years  ago,  but 
which  are  still  occupied.  A  Closing  Order  under  Section  12,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  was  made  in  respect  of  part  of  a  building. 


7.  POINTS  REVISION. 

A  most  important  matter  which  will  have  a  far-reaching  effect 
on  all  applicants  for  Council  houses  was  the  revision  of  the  points 
scheme.  I  have  felt  for  some  time  that  the  present  one  was  too 
rigid,  and  that  the  various  Public  Health  conditions,  e.g.  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  overcrowding,  etc.,  were  not  given  sufficient  points. 
Suggestions  were  therefore  made  to  the  Housing  Committee  which 
with  slight  amendments  were  subsequently  adopted,  and  in  addition 
a  section  for  exceptional  hardship  was  added.  The  result  is  that 
there  will  be  greater  flexibility.  The  new  scales  which  came  into 
force  on  January  1st,  1949,  are  given  in  Appendix  B. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  at  the 
end  of  1948  amounted  to  1,519. 
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8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  year  was  fairly  free  from  notifiable  disease  in  the  general 
community.  However,  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  private 
school.  This  outbreak  was  complicated  by  the  fact  that  in  addition 
to  day  girls  the  school  has  term  and  weekly  boarders  and  has  also 
a  Kindergarten.  As  a  result  all  the  children  who  had  not  been 
immunised  recently  were  given  a  further  dose  of  1  ml.  T.A.F.,  and 
the  Governors  informed  of  the  necessity  of  ensuring  that  new 
entrants  had  been  adequately  immunised  or  that  consent  to  re¬ 
immunisation  had  been  obtained.  The  outbreak  was  a  sharp 
reminder  of  the  need  for  a  refresher  dose,  not  only  at  school  entry, 
but  at  age  9  or  10. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  proceeded  with  steadily,  and 
though  the  percentage  of  children  under  5  who  are  immunised  is 
under  60%  it  is  hoped  that  with  extra  Health  Visitors  and  the 
consequent  intensive  visiting  this  percentage  will  be  raised. 

Tables  showing  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  Penzance, 
and  also  in  the  districts  of  West  Penwith,  St.  Ives  and  St.  Just 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The  number  of  children  who 
received  complete  courses  or  refresher  doses  in  the  four  districts 
mentioned  is  also  given. 

9.  ABATTOIR. 

The  tale  told  in  the  last  report  was  carried  a  stage  further  when 
the  Tovm  Council  on  December  13th  passed  the  plans  and  accepted 
the  financial  implications.  The  abattoir  would  serve  a  population 
of  approximately  50,000  in  the  whole  Penwith  area,  but  as  the  good 
will  of  the  other  three  authorities  is  most  necessary,  in  my  opinion 
it  is  essential  that  they  should  have  members  on  the  management 
committee  so  as  to  ensure  the  maximum  co-operation  between  the 
four  county  districts. 

10.  HYGIENE  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREPARATION. 

At  long  last  the  subject  is  beginning  to  receive  throughout  the 
country  the  attention  which  is  its  due.  We  are  a  nation  of  dirty 
feeders,  and  the  lack  of  care  given  to  the  transport,  offering  for  sale, 
and  preparation  of  food,  for  the  public,  consort  ill  with  this  country’s 
reputation  as  the  pioneer  of  modern  Public  Health. 

It  should  now  be  made  possible  to  keep  meat  in  butchers’ 
shops  in  a  glass  refrigerator  so  that  while  the  purchaser  can  see 
what  he  or  she  is  buying,  it  can  still  be  kept  clear  of  flies.  Some¬ 
thing  similar  could  apply  to  vegetables,  many  of  which  are  eaten 
raw,  and  a  great  deal  more  could  be  done  in  selling  wrapped  food. 
In  general  it  must  be  said  that  we  have  a  great  deal  to  learn  from 
the  U.S.A.  in  the  salesmanship  of  food.  Also  careful  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  altering  the  Food  and  Drugs 
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Act  so  as  to  provide  for  the  licensing  by  Local  Authorities  of  food 
preparing  premises  of  all  sorts  instead  of  the  present  system  of 
registration.  Defaulters  could  then  be  more  easily  dealt  with  than 
under  the  present  procedure,  and  licence  conditions  could  be  more 
readily  altered  as  circumstances  and  progress  demanded. 


Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

The  summary  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Department  and  also  particulars  of  meat  and  food  con¬ 
demned  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 


1.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

All  domestic  premises  are  visited  weekly  for  the  purpose  of 
refuse  collection,  and  for  this  purpose  4  Karrier  Bantam  refuse 
collectors  are  employed.  In  certain  areas  where  main  sewers  are 
not  yet  provided  and  earth  closets  are  in  use,  the  weekly  collection 
of  refuse  was  supplemented  by  a  second  visit  for  the  emptying  of 
closet  pails. 

In  addition,  more  frequent  collections  were  made  from  trade 
premises,  the  frequency  of  such  visits  being  determined  by  the 
season  and  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on. 

A  fifth  lorry  was  employed  to  augment  refuse  collection  where 
necessary,  and  on  refuse  disposal  work  the  latter  was  used  prin¬ 
cipally  in  connection  with  the  haulage  of  covering  material  for  the 
refuse  dump. 

The  investigations  carried  out  in  1947  into  possible  sites  for 
use  for  the  purpose  of  refuse  disposal  were  continued  during  the 
year.  Early  in  the  year  negotiations  were  commenced  for  the  use 
of  the  low-lying  land  on  the  North  side  of  the  main  road  leading 
into  the  town.  This  site  was  considered  to  be  more  advantageous 
than  the  alternative  at  Gwithian  Lane,  Hayle. 

Tipping  at  Trereife  was  completed  on  the  31st  May,  and  opera¬ 
tions  commenced  on  the  new  site  at  Eastern  Green  on  the  1st  June. 
The  covering  material  used  during  tipping  operations  was  brought 
from  the  Electricity  Works  at  Hayle,  and  all  tipping  faces  have 
been  covered  daily.  It  is  intended  to  cover  the  whole  surface  with 
neat  earth  on  the  completion  of  tipping  operations  and  to  restore 
the  land  section  by  section  for  agricultural  use. 

The  estimated  cost  of  refuse  collection  for  the  12  months  was 
approximately  £4,525  and  of  refuse  disposal  £1,965. 
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2.  SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS. 

The  improvement  in  salvage  collections  noted  in  the  second 
half  of  1947  was  more  than  maintained  during  1948  as  the  accom¬ 
panying  table  will  show.  The  introduction  of  an  incentive  bonus 
scheme  in  which  refuse  collectors  and  salvage  workers  shared 
equally  was  largely  responsible  for  this  improvement. 

One  vehicle  was  engaged  full  time  on  the  collection  of  waste 
paper  and  was  principally  engaged  in  collection  from  business 
premises,  whilst  the  lorries  engaged  on  refuse  collection  were  par¬ 
titioned  to  provide  a  space  for  the  reception  of  waste  paper  from 
dwelling-houses. 


1947 

1948 

Salvage 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  . . 

132 

0 

0 

850 

0 

0 

189 

3 

0 

1,292 

0 

0 

Rags  &  String 

3 

11 

0 

50 

0 

0 

17 

12 

0 

256 

0 

0 

Bones  . . 

20 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

24 

2 

0 

94 

0 

0 

Iron 

— 

— 

16 

10 

0 

25 

0 

0 

Non-ferrous 

Metal 

— 

— 

1 

10 

0 

37 

0 

0 

Bottles  &  Jars 

— 

■ 

94 

0 

0 

In  addition  to  the  income  received  for  the  sale  of  salvageable 
materials  as  shown  in  the  above  table,  the  Council  were  also  paid 
bonuses  amounting  to  £65.  12s.  Od.,  from  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
in  respect  of  increased  waste  paper  collections. 

Local  pig  and  poultry  keepers  are  responsible  for  the  collection 
of  kitchen  waste  within  the  Borough,  and  the  Council  have  assisted 
by  providing  communal  bins  in  certain  districts  of  the  town.  The 
monthly  returns  received  from  collectors  show  that  approximately 
231  tons  were  collected  during  1948. 

3.  ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947. 

The  co-operation  of  the  traders  has  continued  during  the  year 
and  facilities  have  been  readily  available  for  the  taking  of  samples. 
Some  of  the  results  have  been  disappointing,  and  the  fact  that  one 
manufacturer  succeeded  in  maintaining  Grade  1,  throughout  the 
season,  shows  that  with  care  and  attention  to  detail,  good  results 
can  be  achieved. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  submitted 
•during  1948  : — 


No.  taken 
No.  tested 


139 

129  (others  delayed  on  rail) 


No.  attaining  Provisional  Grade  1 
No.  attaining  Provisional  Grade  2 
No.  attaining  Provisional  Grade  3 
No.  attaining  Provisional  Grade  4 

Figures  in  brackets  show  percentages  for  1947. 


46  or  35.6% 
26  or  20.2% 
20  or  15.6% 
37  or  28.6H 


0 


(10%) 

(22%) 

(31%) 

(37%) 


4.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ADMINISTRATION. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  milk  sampling,  especially 
from  milk  producers  within  the  borough  whose  milk  is  sold  retail 
and  who  are  therefore  not  covered  by  the  platform  tests  at  the 
factory  as  is  the  case  with  producer-wholesalers.  It  is  the  aim  of 
the  department  to  take  samples  from  producer-retailers  at  least 
once  in  two  mouths,  and  during  the  year  123  samples  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  54  for  the  presence  of  tuber¬ 
culosis.  All  samples  were  sent  to  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary.  The  results  of  these  tests  are  shown 
in  the  accompanying  table.  Whilst  these  results  show  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  figures  for  1947,  the  number  of  failures  is  still  too  high. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  made  for  the  purposes  of  sampling, 
64  inspections  of  dairies  and  40  of  cowsheds  were  carried  out. 


Samples 

for 

Total 
No.  of 
Samples 

Failed 

M.B. 

Test 

Per¬ 

centage 

Failures 

N  timber 
containing 
B.  Coli 

Per¬ 

centage 

{  +  )  Ve 
T.B. 

Bact. 

Des. 

24 

5 

20% 

5 

20% 

— 

Non-des. 

99 

17 

17% 

14 

14% 

— 

T.B. 

Des. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-des. 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  was  employed  during  the  year. 
Methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  recommendations  and  included  poisoning 
and  trapping. 

No  charges  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  dwelling-houses. 
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In  addition  to  treatment  for  surface  infestation,  two  treat¬ 
ments  of  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  were  carried  out  and  also  a 
10  per  cent  “  Bait  ”  of  the  whole  system. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  1948  : — 


Com¬ 

plaints 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Premises 

treated 

by 

Poison 

Sewers 

treated 

by 

Poison 

Man¬ 

holes 

baited 

Pre¬ 

baits 

laid 

Poison 

baits 

laid 

Premises 

trapped 

90 

167 

278 

2 

60 

14,541 

1,639 

41 
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APPENDIX  A 

National  Health  Service 
Cornwall  No.  1  Area 

The  following  is  a  brief  report  on  the  working  of  the  National 
Health  Service  in  this  area. 

1.  Cornwall  No.  1  Area  comprises  : — 

Penzance  Borough  . . 

St.  Ives 
St.  Just  . . 

West  Penwith 


Total 

Total  Area  83^000  acres. 

The  Area  Health  Office  is  located  at  Penzance. 

The  administration  is  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  who  is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County 
Districts. 

The  position  in  this  area  was  complicated  considerably  by  tho 
fact  that  it  was  the  only  area  in  the  County  where  a  whole -time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  functioning  before  the  Act  began. 
It  was  therefore  impossible  to  combine  the  wnrk  done  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  county  districts  and  that  done  by  him 
for  the  County  Council  into  one  office  which  is  so  desirable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  economic  administration,  but  in  any  case  it  is 
certainly  wrong  that  the  Area  Medical  Officer  should  have  three 
offices  in  one  town  which  is  the  present  position  in  Penzance. 

2.  Since  by  the  end  of  December  this  service  had  only  been 
running  six  months  it  is  obviously  too  soon  to  pass  any  detailed 
comments.  However,  it  could  be  said  that  on  the  whole  the  take 
over  of  th'"'  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  from  Penzance 
Borough  was  smooth  and  that  the  service  was  gradually  getting 
into  its  stride.  It  had  also  been  arranged  that  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  would  be  commenced  to  be  held  in  St.  Just  twice  per  month 
starting  from  January,  1949,  and  active  steps  were  being  taken  to 
acquire  a  suitable  site  for  a  clinic  at  Hayle,  while  careful  considera¬ 
tion  was  being  given  to  proposals  for  satisfactory  clinic  accom¬ 
modation  in  St.  Ives  where  the  present  arrangements  are  far  from 
ideal.  With  its  population  of  nearly  9,000  St.  Ives  deserves  a 
really  good  clinic. 


Population 
(mid-year  1948) 

. .  19,920 

8,605 
4,047 
. .  17,770 


. .  50,342 
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In  Penzance,  although  proposals  for  the  alteration  of  the  Old 
Science  School  in  Morrab  Road  to  provide  full  clinic  facilities  had 
been  approved  by  all  parties  interested  (Ministries  of  Health,  and 
Education,  County  Council,  and  the  Borough  Council),  no  work 
had  been  started  on  the  building  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

3.  Certain  ruajor  points  with  regard  to  administration  should 
be  reconsidered  at  a  very  early  date. 

These  are  : — 

(а)  The  Area  Committees  have  very  little  power  indeed ; 

(б)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  should  be  the  administering  Medical  Officer 
for  all  the  County  Council  Medical  Services  in  the  area. 
At  present  this  is  not  so,  especially  as  regards  the  School 
Medical  Service. 

(c)  Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  also  be  co-opted  members 
of  any  House  Committee  of  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  formed  in  their  areas.  This  is  most  certainly 
not  the  case  in  this  area  now  with  the  result  that  informa¬ 
tion  about  projects  in  the  Hospital,  which  may  e^ily  have 
profound  effects  on  Public  Health  provisions  and  amenities 
has  to  be  obtained  second  or  third  hand.  This  should  not 
be  if  there  is  to  be  proper  co-ordination  throughout  the 
service. 
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APPENDIX  B 


Points  System  of  House  Allocation 


Points  Schedule 

1.  SERVICE  AND  EX-SERVICE. 

(а)  Service-man’s  widow  or  dependent  relative 

(б)  Serviceman  and  wife,  as  follows  : — 


Service  in  1939-1945 


In  respect  of  applications  made  in 

the  period  : 

1.4.45-30.6.47 

7 

1.7.47-30.6.49 

6 

1.7.49-30.6.51 

5 

1.7.51-30.6.53 

4 

1.7.53-30.6.55 

3 

1.7.55-30.6.57 

2 

1.7.57-30.6.59 

1 

Service  in  1914-1918 

In  respect  of  applications  made  in 

the  period  : 

1.4.45-30.6.47 

4 

1.7.47-30.6.47 

3 

1.7.48-30.6.49 

2 

1.7.49-30.6.50 

1 

10 


(c)  Husband  and  wife,  both  service  or  ex-service — add  to  (6) 

additional  points  for  wife  as  follows  : — 

Service  in  1939-1945 

In  respect  of  applications  made  in  the  period  : 

1.4.45-30.6.51  ..  ..  2 

1.7.51-30.6.57  . ,  . .  1 

(d)  Disability  through  war  service  :  50%  to  100% 

disability  . .  . .  . .  . .  1-5 


2.  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


(a)  Statutorily  overcrowded  families  . .  . .  5 

plus  points  in  respect  of  units  overcrowded  as  follows  : 

1  unit  . .  . .  . .  2 

2  units  . .  . .  . .  5 

3  units  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  Slightly  overcrowded  families  . .  . .  3 

(c)  House  in  bad  state  of  repair  . .  . .  2-10 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  Up  to  17 

(e)  Other  Diseases  and  Disabilities  . .  Up  to  10 
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3.  CHILDREN. 

(а)  Children  under  16  years  of  age  . .  . .  3 

(б)  Expectant  Mother  . .  . .  . .  3 

(c)  Expectant  mother  or  mother  of  child  up  to  1 
year  of  age  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 
or  in  unsuitable  houses  . .  . .  2 

4.  CASES  OF  EXCEPTIONAL  HARDSHIP  . .  20 

5.  RESIDENTS,  DOMICILE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  IN  THE 

BOROUGH. 

(а)  (i)  Applicant  or  wife  born  in  the  Borough  . .  1 

(ii)  For  each  complete  10  years’  period  of  resi¬ 
dence  or  domicile  of  applicant  or  wife  in 
the  Borough  . .  . .  . .  1 

Except  where  the  total  period  of  residence 
or  domicile  falls  below  ten  years,  a  period 
exceeding  7  years  to  be  calculated  as 
a  complete  period. 

(б)  (i)  Non-resident  employed  in  the  Borough  . .  1 

and  for  each  12  months  employed  in  the 
Borough  as  a  non-resident  with  maximum 
of  3  points  . .  . .  . .  1 

(ii)  Applicant  directed,  transferred  or  appointed 
from  outside  a  10  miles’  radius  to  work 
of  essential  character  within  the  Borough 
(with  maximum  of  4  points)  each  12 
months  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

6.  OTHER  FACTORS. 

(а)  Married  young  people  without  separate  homes  15 

(б)  Home  rendered  uninhabitable  by  enemy  action  4 

(c)  Widows,  excepting  service  widows,  and  old- 

aged  pensioners  . .  . .  . .  8 

(d)  Dependent  relative,  according  to  circumstances, 

each  ..  ..  ..  ..  •»  3  5 

7.  REGISTRATION. 

(а)  Applications  received  between  1st  April  and 

30th  June,  1945,  both  dates  inclusive  . .  1 

(б)  For  each  6  months  of  registration  . .  . .  1 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  houses  under  control  of 
the  Housing  Committee  as  at  end  December,  1948  : — ■ 


Occupied 

Under 

Repair 

Allocated 

Awaiting 

Allocation 

Total 

Parc  Wartha 

58 

58 

Penalverne 

164 

~ 

4 

1 

169 

Gwavas 

242 

— 

— 

— 

242 

Treneere 

384 

— 

— 

— 

384 

Temporary  Bungalows  . . 
(Treneere  &  Cherry  Gdns.) 

50 

50 

Miscellaneous  Tenancies  . . 

34 

— 

— 

— 

34 

Finance  Com.  Properties 

21 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Quarterly  and  Monthly 
Tenancies 

16 

16 

Requisitioned  houses 

66 

1 

— 

— 

67 

Total  . . 

1,035 

1 

4 

1 

1,041 
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APPENDIX  C 


Infectious  Diseases 


Disease 

Penzance 

West 

Penwith 

St.  Ives 

St.  Just 

Diphtheria  . . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

7 

5 

— 

Measles 

18 

33 

— 

8 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

7 

4 

35 

— 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

•"V 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

** 

** 

1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1948 


Area 

Number  of  Children  who 
Completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunisation  in  1948 

Number  of 
Children 
Receiving 
Refresher 
Doses 

Under  5 

5-^14 

Total 

Penzance 

356 

23 

379 

463 

St.  Ives 

43 

4 

47 

93 

West  Penwith  . . 

186 

7 

193 

277 

St.  Just 

70 

1 

71 

109 

TUBERCULOSIS 

(1)  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  Age  Groups,  1948.  (Deaths  given  in  Brackets) 
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Notifications 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

(2)  Numbers  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1948 

Non- 

Puhnonarij  Pulmonary 


Maps 

Females 

Total 

M ales  Females 

T  otal 

Penzance 

.  .  84 

32 

136 

16 

16 

32 

West  Penwit]) 

. .  (*6 

02 

128 

26 

25 

51 

St.  Ives 

33 

35 

68 

7 

10 

17 

St.  Just 

.  .  3.) 

14 

44 

i 

6 

13 
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APPENDIX  D 

3 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1918 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1948  for  the  Borough  of  Penzance  in  the  County  of  Cornwall 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Regis¬ 

ter 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 
piers 
prose  - 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

72 

109 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

52 

72 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 

workers’  premises) 

16 

57 

Total 

140  i  238 

4 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found.  (If  defects  are 
discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases.”) 


Number  of  Gases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases 
in 

which 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

insti¬ 

tuted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref 

To 

HM. 

Inspec¬ 

tor 

zrred 

By 

H.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor 

Want  of  Cleanli- 

ness  (S.  1) 

4 

4 

- 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.  6) 

2 

2 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.  7) 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

(6)  unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

_ 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

Total 

8 

8 

2 

- 
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APPENDIX  E 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 

Department 

1. 

COMPLAZNTS  WHICH  RECEIVED  ATTENTION 

220 

2. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Re- 

Tests, 

Inspec¬ 

Inspec¬ 

Treatments, 

tions 

tions 

etc. 

Sewers  and  Drains 

112 

146 

Tests  . .  68 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . . 

32 

13 

Water  Supply 

Refuse  Collection  and 

14 

Samples  . .  76- 

Disposal 

399 

— 

Salvage 

240 

— 

Nuisances 

129 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

7 

— 

Rivers  and  Streams 

32 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

45 

— 

Disinfection 

— 

— 

Treatments. .  24 

Disinfestation 

12 

— 

Treatments . .  8 

3. 

Factories  Act,  1937 
Routine 

68 

Means  of  escape  . . 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

21 

— 

Bakehouses 

8 

— 

4. 

Shops  Acts,  1912  to  1934 
Routine 

128 

Special 

— 

— 

5. 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Unfit  houses 

185 

Overcrowding  . . 

Applications  for  Council 

25 

houses 

84 

— 

6. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

78 

— 

Food  stores  and  shops  . . 
Fish  market,  stalls  and 

466 

stores 

121 

— 

Fried  Fish  shops 
Restaurants  and 

2 

— 

Restaurant  kitchens  .  . 

75 

— 

Licensed  premises 

3 

— 

Ice  cream  shops  . . 

134 

■— 

Samples  . .  140 
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7.  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
Cowsheds  . . 

Dairies 

8.  Miscellaneous  Visits  . . 

0.  Notices 

Informal  . . 

Statutory  . . 


1926 

40 

-  Samples : — 

64 

-  Designated . . 

Non- 

designated 

367 

Complied 

Served 

with 

85 

29 

3 

1 

Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  during  1948 


Bovine 

Animals 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

Total 

2,546 

1,599 

1,108 

60 

5,313 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 


•  • 


1,785 
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Meat  rejected  during  1948  as  being  Unfit  for 

Human  Consumption 


Bovine 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  : 

Carcases  and  Viscera  . . 

126 

1 

Parts  of  Carcases 

116 

— 

— 

1 

Lungs 

425 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Organs  .  . 

533 

— 

— 

14 

Septic,  Pyaemic  and 
Fever  Conditions  : 
Carcases  and  Viscera  .  . 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Bruising  : 

Parts  of  Carcases 

6 

2 

Other  carcase  meat 

395  lbs. 

21  lbs. 

— 

7  lbs. 

Carcase  and  Viscera 

— 

— 

1 

Putrefaction,  Decom¬ 
position,  Bone  Taint, 
Etc.  : 

Carcase  meat 

272  lbs. 

71  lbs. 

20  lbs. 

Organs  . . 

9 

15 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  and  Flukes  : 
Livers 

575 

140 

1 

Mastitis  : 

Udders  . . 

178 

Other  Conditions  and 
Diseases  : 

Carcases  and  Viscera  . . 

10 

2 

4 

Parts  of  Carcases 

29 

— 

— 

Other  carcase  meat 

120  lbs. 

— 

12  lbs. 

— 

Organs  . . 

446 

49 

7 

1 
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Other  Food  Rejected 


Rationed 

Goods 

Unrationed  Goods  : 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

L. 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  L. 

Bacon 

1 

20 

Wet  Fish 

16  2  17 

Cheese 

Smoked  Fish  . . . 

2  0  19 

Sugar 

2 

26 

Fish  Cakes 

140 

Toot  •  •  •  •  • . 

1 

20i 

Poultry 

6  chicken 

3  guinea  fowl 

Dried  Fruit 

3  2 

22i 

Ice  Cream 
Powder 

9 

Marmalade  &  Jam 

1  2 

8 

Sausages, 

sausage  meat, 
black  puddings 

etc .  ...  ... 

24 

Flour 

8  2 

17 

Sdili}  •  •  •  •  •  • 

2  18 

Cereals 

/  2  3  2 

\  205  pkts. 

Fruit 

3  jars 

Biscuits 

Chocolates  and 

1 

Gelatine  and 
Jelly 

Soup  and  Gravy 

1  pkt. 

Sweets  ... 

Dehydrated 

potatoes 

6  pkts. 

IH 

Mixture 

Spaghetti 

1  3 

14  jars 

7  pkts. 

100  Exox  cubes 

3  6 

Bread 

Butter  and 

2 

24 

Pickles  and 
Sauces 

Pudding  and 

222  jars 

1  16 

Margarine 

1 

11 

Cake  Mixture 

245  pkts. 

Dried  Egg 

1  pkt. 

Soft  Drinks 

9  bottles 

Potatoes  ... 

1 

Cocoa  ... 

2  pkts. 

8  oz. 

Canned  Goods 


2,023 


